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GVSU Geologist Offers Lessons from Lighthouses 
William Neal knows this nation 
from shore to shore. The veteran 
Grand Valley Geology professor, an 
expert on shorelines and erosion , is 
the co-author of a chapter about the 
controversy surrounding the current 
moving of the Cape Hatteras light-
house in North Carolina. 
In "Lessons from Lighthouses: 
Shifting Sands, Coastal Management 
Strategies, and the Cape Hatteras 
Lighthouse Controversy ," Nea l and his 
two co-authors write in laymen 's 
terms what we can learn about beach 
e rosion by studying lighthouses. Their 
work is a chapter in a book, titled The 
Earth Around Us, a collectio n of 
authors writing on a variety of 
environmental issues. The book will 
be published by Duke University 
Press and is scheduled for release o n 
Ea rth Day 2000. 
"Because lightho uses are among 
the o ldest of coastal structures, they 
serve as both markers to measure 
longer-term shoreline retrea t o r 
advance, and models of how we view 
our relationship with nature at the 
coast, " writes Nea l along with Orrin 
Pilkey of Duke University, and Dave 
Bush of the State University of West 
Georgia. 
Neal explains that the Cape 
Hatteras lighthouse, currently the 
subject of national media attention as 
engineers move the entire structure 
back from the eroded coast, is a 
microcosm of national shoreline 
policy. The lighthouse was built in 
1870 and first threatened by erosion in 
the 1930s. The government spent 
about $15 million using various 
methods to try to stave off erosion. In 
1980, when the light was 
almost lost to a storm, 
the National Park 
Service began to focus 
on saving the lighthouse rather than 
saving the beach. 
"We tried to out-engineer nature 
because we've been taught not to 
retreat," says Neal, who is the co-editor 
of the Living With the Shore series of 
books about shoreline geology. He calls 
the series, so far featuring the 
shorelines of 19 states, basic 
science for people who own 
property on or nea r shore-
lines. "People have a strong 
identity with lighthouses, 
almost a romantic view. 
That's why they want to keep 
them where they are and not 
move them. I'm not so much 
interested in this case as a 
controversy as I am in using 
it as an example. " 
Neal says the lessons from 
the lighthouse come at an 
important time, when global 
sea levels are ris ing. He says 
here in the Great Lakes and 
Across Campus 
Three TRIO Programs 
Receive Over $3 Million 
GVSU was recently awarded grants 
for three federally funded programs, 
TRIO Upward Bound, Upward Bound 
Math and Science, and the Ronald E. 
McNair Scholars Program, totaling more 
than $3 million. The grants were 
awarded for a three- to five-year time 
period . 
The three programs, which came up 
for renewal last fall , are a part of Grand 
Valley's Academic Resources and Special 
Programs Department. The TRIO 
Upward Bound Program has been in 
in ocean shoreline communities across 
the nation, people wi ll need to balance 
development with the inevitable forces 
of nature. He and his co-a uthors will 
present a paper on the topic at the 
Geological Society of America 's annual 
meeting in Denver this October. 
existence at Grand Valley since 1978, 
the Upward Bound Math and Science 
since 1991, and the Ronald E. McNair 
Scholars Program since 1995. 
The McNair Scholars Program, which 
encourages and assists undergraduates 
in preparation for doctoral studies and 
supplies them with a stipend , was 
awarded $207,599 for the first year with 
a fou r pe rcent increase pe r year for the 
next three years . 
Selected students, who are interested 
in a career in math or science, come to 
GVSU for six weeks during the summer 
continued on page 2 
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Faculty and staff members 
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submission form on the Web Site . 
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to take math, science, computer and writing 
classes through the Upward Bound Math 
and Science program. It received $259,000 
for the first year with increases of up to four 
percent each year for the next three years . 
The Upward Bound Program, which was 
granted $301,278 for the first year with a 
four percent increase per year for the next 
three years, is designed to help young 
people prepare for college. Students from 
Grand Rapids Central and Union High 
Schools are chosen to receive instruction in 
literature, composition, foreign language, 
mathematics and science in their home 
school during the academic year, and they 
attend classes at Grand Valley for six weeks 
in the summer. 
Arnie Smith Alexander is the d irector for 
the three programs just funded. The other 
two TRIO programs, which are not yet up for 
renewal, are headed by Jacqueline Hill, 
Student Support Service Program director, and 
June Fletcher, Talent Search Program director. 
Coming Events 
Japanese Puppet Theatre 
Performance Set 
The Tonda Traditional Japanese Bunraku 
Puppet Troupe will present an afternoon of 
traditional Japanese hand puppetry at 3 p.m. 
on Sunday, August 15, in the Louis Arm-
strong Theatre. The event is jointly spon-
sored by the East Asian Studies Program, the 
School of Communications, and the Office 
of Minority Affairs . 
Bunraku, named after a 
famous nineteenth century 
Japanese puppeteer, is the most 
common te rm used to refer to 
Japanese puppet theater. 
The Tonda Puppet Troupe is 
from Tonda, a Japanese city near 
Lake Biwa in Shiga Prefecture, 
Japan. Shiga Prefecture is the 
sister state of Michigan and the 
relationship recently celebrated 
its 25th anniversa1y. The Tonda 
Puppet Troupe is designated as 
an "Intangible Cultural Treasure" 
by the Shiga Prefectural govern-
ment. 
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Massage Services Available 
The Campus Wellness Cente r wi ll begin 
schedu ling appointments for massage toda y. 
Call x3659 to make an appointment for the 
fo llowing dates and times at the Campus 
Wellness Center: Monday and Tuesday, 
11 a.m.-2 p.rn. ; and Wednesday, 3-6 p.m. 
The fee for a 15-minute massage is $12 
for students, faculty and staff and $15 fo r 
the community . For a 30-minute massage, 
the cost to students is $15, $21 for facu lty 
and staff, and $25 for the commun ity. A 45-
minute massage is $20 for students, $30 for 
facu lty and staff, and $38 for the communi-
ty. A 60-minute massage is $25 for students, 
$40 for faculty and staff, and $50 for the 
community. The rate for a cha ir massage fo r 
fewer than 15 minutes is $1 per minute . 
Massage sessions can be scheduled for 
offices and charges ca n be put on an IDC 
form. The cost would be for the time 
scheduled and a $10 set up fee. 
More information about the Tonda 
Puppets can be obtained by visiting the ir 
Web site at http:// instruct.uwo.ca/ 
ja panese/ ics-hc/ bunra kuto nda. htm. 
Tickets are $5 for adu lts, $3 for stu-
dents/ children and are ava ilable befo re the 
show at the Louis Armstrong Theatre box 
office. Reserve tickets and information are 
available by calling the School of Communi-
cations at x3668. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
John Zaugra, senior counselor with 
the Career Planning and Counseling 
Center, was recently elected to the 
Grand Haven Area Public School Board. 
He will serve for a four-year term. 
Joseph Godwin, chair of Accounting 
and Taxation, addressed the Executive 
Enterprises Institute in New York 
regarding "Securities and Exchange 
Commission Market Risk Disclosure 
Requirements ." Godwin also served on 
a panel discussion of "Financial Fraud 
in Public Companies" before members 
of the Securities Bar at the Practicing 
Law Institute in New York. He was a 
member of a panel discussing "The 
Acceptability of International Account-
ing Standards for U.S. Financial Report-
ing" at the 13th Annual Hylton Lecture 
at Wake Forest University. 
Deanna Morse, professor of Commu-
nications, served as a media arts 
program review panelist for the Michi-
gan Council for the Arts and Cultural 
Affairs. The open panel , which met in 
Lansing, reviewed and recommended 
funding for media arts program grants 
for the year 2000. 
Kate Remlinger, assistant professor of 
English , conducted a workshop on 
"Integrating Writing in Upper-Division 
Lingusitics Courses" at WAC Conversa-
tions: The High School-College Connec-
tion, a writing across the curriculum 
conference at the University of Michi-
gan-Flint. 
Curtis Dean Smith, assistant professor 
of Modern Languages and Literatures , 
established book exchange programs 
between the Department of Modern 
Languages and Literatures and National 
Central Library, Republic of China,Tai-
wan , and also with the Institute of 
Chinese Lite rature and Philosophy, 
Academia Sinica. 
John Constantelos, assistant professor 
of Political Science, presented a paper, 
titled "Local Interests Confront the Euro: 
Evidence from France and Italy," at the 
Sixth Biennial International Conference 
of the European Community Studies 
Association in Pittsburgh. 
Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, associate 
professor of Music and University 
Carillonist, recently performed and 
passed an advancement recital at the 
annual congress of the Guild of Caril-
lonneurs of North America held in 
Ames , Iowa, and is now a carillonneur 
member of the Guild of Carillonneurs of 
North America. 
Bruce Bikle , assistant professor of 
Criminal Justice, presented a paper, 
titled "Working with Your Local Aca-
demic: Opportunities to Bring Higher 
Education and the Jail Together," at the 
American Jail Association conference in 
Fort Worth, Texas. 
Hugh Jack, assistant professor of 
Engineering, attended the annual 
national meeting of the American 
Society for Engineering Education 
where he co-presented in a workshop, 
titled " Introduction to Programming 
CAI with HTML, Java , and JavaScript." 
He also moderated a session, titled 
"Internet Based Courses and Laborato-
ries," and presented a paper, titled 
"Multidisciplinaty Design of Computer 
Controlled Systems." Jack also received 
awards for recruiting the most new 
members in the north central section, 
and having the highest percentage of 
members of any university. 
John Harper Philbin, assistant 
professor of Communications, had a 
public screening of two short films he 
directed , titled "Opus 27" and "My Life 
Among the Gopis," at the Grand Haven 
Community Center Theater. 
Mary Seeger, dean of Academic 
Resources and Special Programs, 
participated in the college/ university 
symposium of the American Association 
of University Women in Washington, 
D.C. She presented a paper, titled "The 
Campus Climate Study: A Model. " 
Michel Coconis, assistant professor of 
Social Work, was reappointed to the 
Community Development Citizens 
Committee. 
In the News 
Carol Lopucki, director of the 
Regional Small Business Development 
Center, was fea tured in a May 10 article 
in the Grand Rapids Business Journal 
about economic developers and small 
manufacturers . 
Edward Wong-Ligda, associate 
professor of Art and Design, was the 
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subject of an article in the Holland 
Sentinel on May 20. The article featured 
Wong-Ligda, at the Van Andel Museum, 
working on his mural-in-progress 
depicting ethnic diversity. The 6x16-foot 
painting was commissioned by GVSU 
for the Richard M. Devos Center. He 
was also interviewed on a WOOD-TV 8 
segment on May 26 and again on 
June 30. 
Russell Rhoads, assistant professor of 
Anthropology, was interviewed in a 
May 23 Muskegon Chronicle article 
about the re ligious lives of people in 
west Michigan. 
Paul Isely, assistant professor of 
Economics, was interviewed by WXMI-
TV Fox 17 on June 1 regarding a 
possible strike by the Teamsters Union . 
Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, associate 
professor of Music and University 
Carillonist, was interviewed by WWMT-
TV 3 on June 4 and by the Grand 
Rapids Press for a June 5 article on the 
GVSU Cook Carillon. 
Dott Freeman, director of the Center 
for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leader-
ship , was a guest on the WGVU 
Morning Show on June 17. She dis-
cussed the study revealing the impact of 
Kent County nonprofits to the commu-
nity along with Diana Sieger, president 
of the Grand Rapids Foundation. 
On June 27, Erika King, professor 
and chair of Political Science, was 
interviewed by WWMT-TV 3 for a news 
segment on the 2000 presidential 
election. King was also interviewed by 
the Grand Rapids Press for an article on 
public patriotism that appeared in the 
July 4 edition. 
On June 28, Joseph Helgert, associate 
professor of Communications, was 
interviewed by WWMT-TV 3 regard ing 
the need for parents to be aware of 
what their children are watching on 
television . 
Nancy Levenburg, visiting assistant 
professor of Marketing, was quoted in a 
July 6 article, titled "Caught up in the 
Net: Local Firms Come at E-Commerce 
from Many Different Angles," which 
appeared in the Grand Rapids Business 
Journal. 
Calendar of Events 
Tues., July 20 
WGVU Kidsday at John Ball Park in Grand Rapids. Free and 
open to the public. 
Thurs. ,July 22 
3-4 p .m. : Student Employee Training Session. Cabins ABC, 
KC. Call x2215 to register. 
Sun., July 25 
8 p.m.: Summer Carillon Concert Series, John Courter. 
Ca rillonist, Berea College, KY. 
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1\1es.,July 27 
WGVU Kidsday at John Ball Park in Grand Rapids . Free and 
open to the public. 
Fri.,July 30 
6:30 p.m .: UClub TGIF. Soul & Rock 'n Roll at Cannonsburg 
Ski area . Call Beth Neume ie r, ext. 1010 for more informa-
tion. 
Sun.,Aug. l 
8 p.m.: Summer Carillon Concert Series, Andrea McCrady, 
M.D. Practicing physician & ca rillonist from Spokane, 
WA. 
